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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

DARRYL DUNSMORE, ANDREE
ANDRADE, ERNEST ARCHULETA,
JAMES CLARK, ANTHONY EDWARDS,
REANNA LEVY, JOSUE LOPEZ,
CHRISTOPHER NORWOOD, JESSE
OLIVARES, GUSTAVO SEPULVEDA,
MICHAEL TAYLOR, and LAURA
ZOERNER, on behalf of themselves and all
others similarly situated,

Plaintiffs,
\%

SAN DIEGO COUNTY SHERIFF’S
DEPARTMENT, COUNTY OF SAN
DIEGO, SAN DIEGO COUNTY
PROBATION DEPARTMENT, and DOES
1 to 20, inclusive,

Defendants.

Case No. 3:20-cv-00406-AJB-DDL

SUPPLEMENTAL EXPERT
REPORT OF GARY RANEY

Judge: Hon. Anthony J. Battaglia
Magistrate: Hon. David D. Leshner

Trial Date: None Set
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I, Gary Raney, declare:

1. A true and correct copy of my supplemental expert report is attached
hereto as Exhibit A.

2. The information and opinions contained in this report are based on
evidence, documentation, and/or observations available to me. The materials I have
reviewed in connection with this report are identified in the index attached hereto as
Exhibit B. I reserve the right to modify or expand these opinions should additional

information become available to me.

Dated: August 21, 2025 Qﬁaﬁ‘&\ﬁw/

Gary Raﬁe/y\l

1 Case No. 3:20-cv-00406-AJB-DDL
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
Case No. 3:20-cv-004006

DARRYL DUNSMORE, ANDREE ANDRADE, ERNEST ARCHULETA, JAMES
CLARK, ANTHONY EDWARDS, REANNA LEVY, JOSUE LOPEZ, CHRISTOPHER
NORWOOD, JESSE OLIVARES, GUSTAVO SEPULVEDA, MICHAEL TAYLOR, and
LAURA ZOERNER, on behalf of themselves and all others similarly situated, Plaintiffs
Vs

County of San Diego, et al. Defendants

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF EXPERT WITNESS GARY RANEY

August 21, 2025

INTRODUCTION

In July 2025, the law firm of Rosen Bien Galvan & Grunfeld LLP recontacted GAR, Inc. to
provide additional opinions on San Diego County Sheriff’s Office (SDSO) policies and practices
regarding protecting incarcerated people (IP) from harm, with specific areas including drug
contraband control, the performance of safety checks, and the San Diego County Jail’s use of
intercoms. The request was based on new evidence produced by Defendants regarding deaths at
the San Diego County Jail that was produced after my expert report with my original opinions

had been served.

Since my original expert report was filed, when the agency was known as the San Diego County
Sheriff’s Department, the name has now been changed to the San Diego County Sheriff’s Office.

The abbreviations in this report have been updated to avoid confusion.

In my original expert report, the foundation and facts were explained in detail and will not be
repeated here. However, all of the following opinions incorporate those in the original report.
They remain unchanged, and the opinions in this supplemental report only further supplement

them.

[4733707.3]
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L. CONTRABAND CONTROL

A. Death Cases

Eric Wolf

33-year-old Eric Wolf was booked into the San Diego jail system on July 26, 2023. After being
housed on the 5th floor of the San Diego Central Jail since November 17, 2023, he died on
January 5, 2024. Fentanyl was in the cell and apparently being used by Wolf around the time of
his death. After deputies entered the cell in response to Wolf lying unresponsive on the floor,
one of his cellmates wiped away suspected fentanyl residue and picked up a bindle of fentanyl as

he left the cell. Wolf’s cause of death was acute fentanyl and diphenhydramine intoxication.!

The subsequent investigation led SDSO staff to suspect that Wolf’s cellmate brought the fentanyl
into the cell after a body scanner anomaly was not sufficiently investigated. The SDSO
investigative report read, “[IP name redacted] confirmed he had possession of the contraband at
the time he was [redacted] with Wolf and [redacted] possessed the contraband in his butt checks
(sic) and never had an opportunity to use it.”? The Citizens’ Law Enforcement Review Board
(CLERB) report read, “...it was alleged by an SDSO deputy that a subsequent review of IP 1’s
body scans from his intake on 01-03-24 showed an anomaly indicative of narcotics. Wolf’s
cellmate, IP 1, was booked into the SDCJ shortly before Wolf’s death and was housed with Wolf
approximately twelve hours before his death. During IP 1’s intake, IP 1 participated in

numerous searches, including pat down, body scans, medical review, x-ray and strip search.”

12024-00049-Wolf E ME Report Redacted, Rec’d 1_10 2025; 24100602-Wolf E Photos_Redacted;
24100602-Wolf E Reports_Redacted; SD 1595120

224100602-Wolf E Reports_Redacted, p. 77

3 CLERB report for June 5, 2025, page 5
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Majid Arif Almajid
On December 20, 2023, Majid Arif Almajid was booked into the SDSO system. On May 5,
2024, Almajid was in the George F. Bailey Detention Facility when he was found unresponsive

on his bunk by his cellmates. They notified control deputies, and emergency medical care was

provided; however, Almajid was pronounced deceased.*

Almajid’s cause of death was a pulmonary infarction, with contributing factors of combined

toxic effects of fentanyl and trazodone.® The source of the fentanyl was never determined.

4SD_1590551
5SD_1590894
6SD_1591775
7SD_1594966
$SD_1591725
98D 1590555
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B. Significant Opinions

The additional evidence for this supplementary report only further confirms the insufficient
practices by SDSO in controlling contraband in the jails. In Wolf’s death, the evidence strongly
suggested that another failure to conduct proper body scans during intake screening procedures

allowed the introduction of fentanyl into the jail system. In Almajid’s case, the source of the

fentanyl could not be determined, but the evidence suggests || RGN

I  Both deaths were likely preventable had the
SDSO contraband control system been working properly.

Some of the opinions in the original expert report were:

1. SDSO fails to control contraband adequately.

2. SDSO fails to maximize the use of body scanners and other drug interdiction techniques.

The additional evidence for this report further reinforces these opinions.

II. SAFETY CHECKS

A. Death Cases

Donald Altmark

On August 9, 2023, Donald Altmark was arrested and booked into the SDSO jail system. On
October 26, 2023, he was being transferred to the Vista Detention Facility when he collapsed as

he stepped off the transportation bus. He was transported to the hospital for his injuries.

On November 12, 2023, at 7:15 PM, a deputy and hospital staff member found that Altmark was
not breathing, and he was pronounced deceased a short time later. The cause of death was
determined to be myocardial infarction due to hypertensive and atherosclerotic cardiovascular

disease, with other contributing factors.

[4733707.3]
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According to the CLERB documents for Altmark’s death, the SDSO reported that safety checks
were made, but they were not logged into the jail information management system.

Additionally, the sergeant failed to review the safety check logs. Both of these were violations

of SDSO policy. CLERB further reported that:

“SDSO provided information regarding the documentation of safety and security checks dated
11-11-23 to 11-12-23, ‘Deputies performed their safety and security checks along with medical
staff, but the checks were not logged into the jail information management system.” SDSO DSB
Hospital Guard Unit Green Sheet, Section 1.64.H Safety Checks in Unit, ‘Whenever safety
checks are conducted in the Hospital Guard Unit, the following shall be adhered to: Deputies
are responsible for conducting intermittent safety checks of all the rooms, occupied or not, in the
unit which are under the control of the San Diego Sheriff’s Department. Safety checks will be

299

logged in the Jail Information Management System by the Control Deputy.

The CLERB report went on to detail the failure of the supervisor to review the safety check logs.
It read:

“SDSO provided information regarding the documentation of safety and security checks, dated
11-11-23 to 11-12-23, ‘Deputies performed their safety and security checks along with medical
staff, but the checks were not logged into the jail information management system.” According
to the Vista Detention Facility Post Orders for Hospital Guard Unit Sergeant, the Sergeant’s

duties include: ‘Conduct daily supervisor rounds and JIMS Activity Log reviews.””°

Eric Van Tine

On December 2, 2023, Eric Van Tine was arrested and booked into the SDSO jail system. |Jjij

10 County Of San Diego Citizens’ Law Enforcement Review Board Regular Meeting Agenda for June 5, 2025
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Van Tine suffered a traumatic brain injury and died on November 9, 2024.4

11SD 1675029-30
12D 1675005-07
138D 1674320-21
14SD_ 1675012
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B. Significant Opinions

In the Van Tine death case, poor safety check practices may have contributed to his death.

California Title 15, § 1027.5 regarding safety checks reads, in part, “Safety checks shall occur at

random or varied intervals.” G

These death cases, along with the failures in the Almajid death case, where deputies failed to
make proper safety checks and find him in distress, demonstrate that the SDSO’s continued
failure to conduct and review safety checks properly contribute to the risk that IPs will
experience significant harm without timely responses from staff during emergencies. As stated
in the original expert report, “...safety checks are critical to ensuring the safety and well-being of
IPs,” and “[t]he SDS[O] has wrongly interpreted [Title 15] to mean that rounds of checks should
start every 60 minutes, regardless of the time lapse between checking individual cells for IPs.”

Key opinions in the original expert report were:

I.  The SDSO did not comply with Title 15 and generally accepted jail practices regarding
the timeliness of safety checks.
II.  During safety checks, the SDSO staff failed to comply with generally accepted jail

practices regarding dutiful attention to IPs.

The additional evidence for this report further reinforces these opinions.

[4733707.3]
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III. INTERCOMS

A. Death Cases

Brandon Yates

On January 15, 2024, Brandon Yates was arrested and booked into the SDSO jail system. [Jjij

158D 1585105
16.SD 1585105
17SD 1585099
18.SD 1585090
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B. Significant Opinions

These deaths are further evidence that the SDSO has failed to maintain intercom buttons capable

of communicating emergencies and respond promptly to intercom-reported emergencies. |

I  |i2d the intercoms been working and properly

monitored, the deaths may not have occurred.

The core opinion regarding intercoms in the original expert report was:

19D 1675030, SD 1675027
208D 1675030
218D 1675035
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1. The SDSO failed to comply with generally accepted jail practices and put IPs at
substantial risk of harm by failing to maintain and properly use emergency intercom

systems.

The additional evidence for this report further reinforces this opinion.

V. CONCLUSIONS

The additional evidence produced for this supplemental report only furthers the concerns about
the SDSO’s practices. Drug contraband has caused deaths, and the proper screening of IPs
reduces the likelihood of drugs coming into the jail system. Proper safety checks can prevent
fights, detect medical distress and ensure IPs are alive and well. When deputies are not nearby,
emergency intercoms allow IPs to alert staff of emergency situations, including overdoses and
attacks. The SDSO has repeatedly failed at these life-saving measures, and deaths could likely
have been prevented had the SDSO staff carried out their duties properly.

As stated, the additional evidence produced in this case only reinforces the failures that were

documented in the original expert report.

Respectfully submitted:

Gary Raney, President
GAR, Inc.
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