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 DECLARATION OF DION SCOTT BUCKELEW  __________ 

DECLARATION OF DION SCOTT BUCKELEW 

I, Dion Scott Buckelew, declare: 

1. I have personal knowledge of the matters set forth herein, and if called 

as a witness, I could and would competently so testify.  

2. I have been incarcerated at the San Diego County Jail (“the Jail”) since 

May 13, 2019.   I am housed at George Bailey Detention Facility.  My booking 

number is 19729940.  I am 50 years old.   

3. The Jail is not a safe place for people with physical disabilities.   

4. I use a wheelchair to get around.  I am currently housed in a Medical 

Observation Bed (“MOB”) unit, which is a dorm-like setting with sets of two-man 

bunk beds lining the floor.  There is a communal bathroom and shower in the unit.  

5. I cannot fit my wheelchair through the doors of the communal 

bathroom.  I also can hardly fit my wheelchair between the rows of bunk beds.  I 

have to rely on other incarcerated people to fold up my wheelchair and help me 

transfer from my bunk bed, to my wheelchair, and to the bathroom.  Deputies do not 

provide me with any assistance.  I have been fortunate that some people have been 

willing to help me, but I am worried that they will eventually see me as a burden and 

I will not receive the help I need.  

6. In order to shower, I have to transfer into a flimsy plastic shower chair.  

Deputies do not provide me with any assistance.  I have fallen multiple times when 

trying to transfer from my wheelchair into the shower chair.  I am worried that one 

day I will seriously injure myself when attempting to transfer between my 

wheelchair and the shower chair.  

7. I also have had problems accessing dayroom table space.  There are 

only a few sides of the two tables in my unit that fit my wheelchair.  The other sides 

of the tables are either too close to bunks, or too close to the wall, for my wheelchair 

to fit through.  Currently, I am the only person who uses a wheelchair in my unit, 

which means I am able to access the space.  But previously, there were three other 
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 DECLARATION OF DION SCOTT BUCKELEW  __________ 

wheelchair users in the unit with me.  The limited number of wheelchair accessible 

spaces meant that we were unable to use the tables all at the same meal time.  

8. Earlier in my incarceration, I was housed at San Diego Central Jail, 

including in 5A and 8C.  I spent most of my time in 8C.  In 8C, like my current unit, 

there were not enough wheelchair accessible spaces for everyone with a wheelchair 

to eat at the tables in the dayroom.  In 5A, my cell did not have any safety bars for 

me to use when using the bathroom.  The cell housed three people, and there would 

not have been enough space for all of us even without my wheelchair. There were 

stools in front of all of the telephones in that unit, which meant that I had to transfer 

from my wheelchair to the stool to use the telephone.  None of the telephone cords 

were long enough to reach me sitting in my wheelchair.  I was scared of falling and 

hurting myself when transferring from the wheelchair to the stool.   

9. When I was in 5A, I had to use a plastic chair to sit in while I 

showered. Deputies would bring me the chair from another room, but would not 

place it in the shower for me. I was also not given help transferring from my 

wheelchair to the plastic chair once I had placed the plastic chair in the shower. This 

meant that I had to try to get from my wheelchair to the plastic chair myself, which 

was very difficult given my mobility issues. I have fallen several times doing this.  

10. I submit this declaration because I want to be part of this lawsuit and to 

make sure people with disabilities at the Jail are safe.  I understand this lawsuit was 

filed in part to help improve the medical, dental, and mental health care at the Jail, 

ensure that incarcerated people with disabilities are accommodated and treated 

fairly, and help make the Jail safe and secure for all incarcerated people.  I strongly 

support these goals, as the Jail’s facilities currently place people with disabilities at a 

serious risk of harm.   

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of California and the United 

States of America that the foregoing is true and correct, and that this declaration is 

executed at ____________________, California this _____ day of April, 2022. 
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 DECLARATION OF DION SCOTT BUCKELEW  __________ 

  
 Dion Scott Buckelew  
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